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Lighting Designers (ARE) Without Borders 

30,600 people in the UK is an independent 
lighting designer!) with London accounting 
for almost half (101 - up from 97) of the 
practices in Britain. New York City comes a 
distant second with 64 practices (up from 
59) and Tokyo is third with 38 practices. 
Most of the other countries have a much 
more even split of cities with, for example, 
Berlin having 23 (up from 19), Beijing 16 
and Paris 15 practices.
Most of the practices surveyed are 
small in scale with the average amount 
of employees being 8. This rises to 10 
employees for both the UK and the USA 
(the highest amount of respondents in the 
survey) with the largest practices in the 
world operating in these countries.
Over half of the employees of independent 
lighting designers (52%) are female which 
is indeed great news. This may have been 

skewed however by a certain huge lighting 
design practice in the USA with a (virtual) 
all female staff! Even without that however, 
the news continues to be encouragingly 
consistent, based on previous surveys, in 
terms of women being well represented in 
the lighting design profession.
The average annual revenue for a company 
taking part in the survey is $782,513. Again, 
due to some of the big lighting design 
companies taking part in the survey this 
should be taken with a pinch of salt. A 
better indication is the revenue per head 
calculation which comes in at $93,605 per 
employee.
The average amount of projects secured 
in 2016 was 30 per practice with an 
average of 6 of those being overseas from 
the practice’s head office. US companies 
secured just over 2.5 projects per practice 

overseas while UK companies secured 
almost 12 projects overseas. 
The average amount of projects completed 
in 2016 was almost 18 per practice. It is 
tempting to apply the basic equation of 
revenue divided by number of projects to 
find out the average project fee but we all 
know that other factors come in to play. 
However, as an exercise this results in an 
average fee per project of $43,500 which 
is in line with previous results (in 2011 the 
average fee was around $35,000). 
An indicator that fees are on the up? Maybe 
so but it also has to be recognised that the 
established practices who found the time 
to participate in the survey probably raised 
the bar in this respect.
More reaction from the lighting design 
profession is available on 
www.mondoarc.com
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Now in its eighth year, the survey has 

calculated that there are now over 1500 

independent architectural lighting design 

practices / divisions operating throughout 

the world (up by another 100 since the 

survey last year!). These include overseas 

offices of lighting design firms but not 

multiple offices in the same country, as 

listed in the directory of this issue.

Out of those contacted, 123 responded 

by filling in the survey that asked specific 

questions about employee numbers and 

gender, revenue and project numbers. For 

those that responded, a big ‘THANK YOU!’ is 

in order. If you didn’t respond then please 

do so next time. It takes very little time 

and is a big help in acting as a barometer to 

your profession.

Now, of course, lighting design practices get 

‘discovered’ all the time, especially in Asia. 

Companies that have been operating for 

many years but have been under our radar 

have again come to our attention this year, 

as well as new practices who have only just 

started operating. Therefore the following 

figures should be viewed with caution but 

they are a valuable indicator of the health 

of the lighting design profession.

Out of the practices surveyed, we calculate 

that 432 operate in the USA (up from 415 

last year) with 209 practices now trading 

in the UK (up from 199). Germany is the 

next highest with 90 (up from 83) and 

France comes in fourth with 61 practices 

(up from 57). Japan holds on to fifth (after 

leapfrogging Australia last year) with 54 

practices. Next is Australia with 46 (no 

change), followed by China with 41 (up 

from 36 although the difficulties of finding 

out and confirming the existence of bona 

fide lighting design firms in this country 

has probably underestimated the true 

figure), Canada goes back above India (after 

going below it last year) to eighth with 39 

(India with 37) and Italy goes from 28 to 36 

practices to make the top ten. Outside the 

top ten, Hong Kong climbs three places to 

eleventh with 29 independent practices (up 

from 24), Switzerland and the Netherlands 

have 28 practices each, the UAE has 26, 

Spain has 25, Singapore and Mexico have 23 

each, Sweden, Mexico and Brazil have 21 

each thus completing the top 20. The other 

Nordic countries of Norway (14), Finland 

(11) and Denmark (11), together with 

Turkey on 12 and Korea on 10, are the other 

regions in double figures.

Once again the UK easily has the highest 

amount of lighting designers per capita 

(based on the survey results, one in every 
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2016 saw another increase of 100 lighting design practices worldwide 
counted by the survey. With revenue and fees increasing, it seems the 
lighting design profession is in rude health.
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1,500 lighting design practices
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

Haiti > Martissant > ZAC: 50,000+ residents
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

1- Sharing knowledge: light & lighting
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

2- Analysis > Site
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

2- Analysis > Market: case studies, industry players & products 
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Solar Lanterns Test (pico-PV systems)

Product photo

Product name Sun x-set mobile Aishwarya NEST-6543 Solar 2007-1 Solux LED 100 Mightylight 3040 Solux 50 Glowstar GS7 AS018 AS021 MS01 SL9000SW Wuara 2212SL

Manufacturer
Würth Solergy  

(Germany)

Noble Energy Solar 

Technologies Ltd. 

(India)

Solarprojekt Freilas-

sing e.V. (Germany)

Solux e.V.  

(Germany)

Cosmos Ignite  

Innovations (India)

Solux e.V.  

(Germany)
Sollatek Ltd (UK)

Astral Solar  

Technology Co. 

(China)

Astral Solar  

Technology Co. 

(China)

Macro-Solar  

Technology Co. Ltd 

(China)

Global Marketing 

Technologies Inc. 

(China)

SolEnergy Africa  

PTY Ltd (South Africa)

Internet address www.we-online.de www.solarnest.net
www.solarprojekt-

freilassing.de
www.solux.org www.cosmosignite.com www.solux.org www.sollatek.com www.astsolar.com www.astsolar.com www.macro-solar.com www.gmtems.com www.solenergycc.com

Weight in kg (lamp) 0.7 1.2 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 3.2 n. s. 0.9 0.8 2.1 0.5

Light source CFL CFL LED LED LED LED CFL CFL LED LED CFL LED

Battery NiMH / Lead lead NiMH NiMH NiMH NiMH lead lead lead NiMH lead n. s.

Module external external external external external external external external external external integral integral

Additional utility
12 V socket, battery 

charger unit
no 2)

Radio can be  

connected
2 brightness levels

3 brightness  

levels 3)
no 12 V socket

6 V socket, mobile 

phone charger

steplessly  

dimmable
no

Radio,  

flashing light
no

Preliminary test

Function 2 3 1 1 1 1 3 2 2 5 3 5

Visual examination: lamp 4 3 1 1 1 3 1 4 4 2 4 5

Lamp mechanics 2 3 1 1 1 4 3 5 5 2 4 5

Electrical components 2 2 1 1 1 2 2 4 4 4 4 5

Electronic components 4 2 3 4 3 4 2 4 4 4 4 2

Weather protection 4 4 2 1 2 4 4 n. s. 2 4 5 5

Visual examination: module n. s. 2 2 2 2 3 3 2 3 3 6 5

Module mechanics n. s. 2 2 3 2 4 4 2 4 2 5 5

User manual 2 2 2 2 3 2 1 5 5 5 4 3

Preliminary evaluation satisfactory satisfactory good good good satisfactory satisfactory poor poor poor poor very poor

Main test

 

Deviation of solar module from specifications 1 1.5 3.5 4 1.5 2 4

Battery capacity deviation (5 %) 1 1 1 1 2 2 1

Battery capacity loss in continuous test (5 %) 1 - 2 1 5 1 -

Efficiency of charge controller (15 %) 1 1 2 1 4.5 1 3

Efficiency of ballast unit (5 %) 2 4 1 1 3 1 3

Cycle test / degradation ok ok ok ok ok ok -1

Breakage test ok -0.5 ok ok ok ok ok

Luminous flux (10 %) 1 1 4 2.5 2.5 2 1

Luminous efficacy (5 %) 2 2 4 2 2 1.5 3

Solar fraction (20 %) 1 3 1 1 1 1 4

Burn time / light duration (20 %) 1 2 1.5 1 4 3 3

Main test evaluation very good good good good satisfactory satisfactory 1) poor

Costs
Purchase price CIF, US$ (2008) 500 4) 52 5) 122 117 55 6) 36 210 7)

Running cost per month, US$ 30 1 4 2 3 2 9

Running cost per kilolumen-hour, US$ 2.6 0.1 1.0 0.4 0.6 0.2 0.6

Price-to-performance winner: 

Products that achieve the same score are arranged alphabetically by product name.

Overview of marks: 1.0-1.4: very good; 1.5-2.4: good; 2.5-3.4: satisfactory; 3.5-4.4: poor; 4.5-5.0 very poor;  

n. s. = not specified

Notes: 

1) Mark reduced by one point because of lack of weather resistance. 

2)  Alongside the model tested, this manufacturer also produces a similar model that includes a radio that 

costs approx. US$ 8 more.

3)  Alongside the model tested, the manufacturer produces a similar model that includes a mobile phone 

charger that costs approx. US$ 10 more.

4)  In early 2009, the manufacturer offered a one-lantern version of this system for about US$ 350 CIF price 

to GTZ.

5)  The manufacturer announced price reductions in 2009.

6)  In early 2009, the manufacturer announced improved battery charging and price reductions of about one 

third.

7)  According to the manufacturer, the Glowstar price has fallen in 2009.
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A Guide to the Light Library model 
Lessons, results & recommendations  

from the field: Senegal 

19 
 

The products 

Because the School Campaign in Senegal was a small-scale test project, SunnyMoney chose to keep 
the product range simple and selected the d.light S2 as the entry-level solar light and the Greenlight 
Planet Sun King Mobile as the mid-level light with phone charging capability.  

The School Campaign provides an offer price for the solar lights which is a one-time opportunity and 
may  not  be  found  in  the  market  or  as  a  retail  price  after  the  campaign,  but  doesn’t  undermine  the  
market as it allows early adopters to be introduced to the technology at a reasonable price. The 
d.light S2 (left below) was sold for 4,500 CFA (~US$9.50) in the School Campaign and the Greenlight 
Planet Sun King Mobile (right below) was sold for 15,000 CFA (~US$31) in the School Campaign.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
d.light S2      Greenlight Planet Sun King Mobile 
 
- gives 4 hours of light     - up to 36 hours of light with three settings 
- Integrated solar panel     - charges mobile phones 
- 2 year warranty     - separate 1.5 Watt solar panel 
- up to 5 year lifespan     - 1 year warranty 
       - up to 5 year lifespan 
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Opinions on the Light Library 

The reaction from the teachers to the Light Library was very 
positive. 59% of all the headteachers talked about how the 
project helped their pupils, 16% mentioned the support it gave 
to the teachers, 14% said the Library led to improved school 
results, and 14% said it was good for the school.   

86% of the headteachers felt that the community had been 
supportive of the project and 71% felt that there were changes 
in the way the parents and community now interacted with 
the school, as a result. 56% felt that the parents were now 
more involved in the school, 22% said that the project was 
helping to increase school enrolment and 7% said the project 
had bought interest in the school.  

Headteachers felt that the parents and students had 
responded positively to the project, in particular through 
improved study and participation in school life. They reported 
that parents were interested to use the lights because they 
save money/are economical, they support child study and 
better school results, there are other uses for the solar lights in 
the home, they have no access to other lighting and the 
parents are able to charge their phones.  

The reaction from the parents to the Light Library was also 
very positive, as highlighted by the headteachers. 56% of those 
interviewed remarked on the usefulness of the project for 
villagers/those living in rural areas, 32% talked about how the 
project helps students and 11% said that the project was 
economical for the parents.  
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Some schools experienced increased 
enrolment as a result of the Light 
Library.       

“[The parents] are now more 
involved in school affairs. There is a 
better communication between the 
community and the school and the 
number of new students for the first 
year has increased.” 

Thierno Sow, Headteacher   

“[The   Library]   has   played   a   very  
important role in the school because 
it urges parents to bring their 
children to school.” 

Babcar Ndome, Headteacher  

“The project has participated in the 
development of the school. Thanks to 
it, the children study longer at night, 
the enrolment rate has increased and 
the  results  are  better  too.” 

Thierno Sow, Headteacher   
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

3- Process > participatory
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

4- Proposal > Long-term (microgeneration)
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

4- Proposal > Short + mid term (streetlights @ plazas + main roadways)
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

4- Proposal > Short + mid term (stationary lights @ pathways)
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

4- Proposal > Short + mid term (portable lights @ solar library, homes)
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

5- Strategy > Survey of solar products + distribution channels @ Haiti
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

5- Strategy > Selection, testing & assessment (off + on site) 
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

5- Strategy > Planning: pilot projects & scale-up
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

6- Implementation > Streetlights
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

6- Implementation > Stationary lights
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

6- Implementation > Solar library @ cultural center
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

7- Assessment > Document & monitor > Expand
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

Step # 1- Organize with local partner & educate your clients
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

Step # 2 – Research & analyze market, QAQC, ROI

© 2018 PhoScope.Corp 18

Global Off-Grid  
Solar Market Report
Semi-Annual Sales  
and Impact Data 
 
January - June 2016
PUBLIC REPORT

Energising Development | Energy policy in development cooperation 

What difference can a PicoPV system 
make? 
Early findings on small Photovoltaic systems - an emerging low-

cost energy technology for developing countries

 

 
 

 
 
  
   

UNEP RISØ 
JUNE 2013 
 
SUPPORTED BY 
ACP-MEA & UNFCCC 

E M I S S I O N S  R E D U C T I O N  P R O F I L E  
 

Haiti 
 

 

 
REPUBLIQUE D’HAITI 

Ministère des Travaux Publics, Transports, Energie et Communications 
(MTPTC) 

Bureau des Mines et de l’Énergie (BME), Électricité d’Haïti (EDH) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AVANT-PROJET DE POLITIQUE ENERGÉTIQUE DE LA 
RÉPUBLIQUE D’HAÏTI  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

janvier 2012 
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Solar Lighting in Martissant, Haiti

Step # 3 – Strategize with your clients for their needs

© 2018 PhoScope.Corp 19
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Carribean Islands

Mexico City

Informal settlements

Refugee campsPuerto-Rico

You are WILD: get involved and start new projects!

contact me-- I will help:

Nathalie Rozot 
nrozot@phoscope.org

thank you.
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